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A Jew who left Germany when Hitler came to power, Sir Ernst Chain was a
winner, with Sir Alexander Fleming and Lord Florey, of the Nobel Prize for
Physiology and Medicine in 1945. Later he was a significant figure in the use of
the semi-synthetic penicillins which, from the mid-1950s onwards,
revolutionized the use of the antibiotic in more than one field of medicine.

Born in Berlin in 1906, of a Russian emigre father and a German mother, Chain
left Germany for England on 30 January 1933. Working first with Sir Frederick
Gowland Hopkins in Cambridge, then with Professor Howard Florey in Oxford,
Chain studied the biochemical processes by which bacteriolytic agents operate.
Writing up his results, he studied Fleming's neglected original report of the
bacteria-inhibiting properties of penicillin, and with Florey's support embarked
on a major investigation of how penicillin could be made and purified.
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A Jew who left Germany when Hitler came to power, Sir Ernst Chain was a winner, with Sir Alexander
Fleming and Lord Florey, of the Nobel Prize for Physiology and Medicine in 1945. Later he was a
significant figure in the use of the semi-synthetic penicillins which, from the mid-1950s onwards,
revolutionized the use of the antibiotic in more than one field of medicine.

Born in Berlin in 1906, of a Russian emigre father and a German mother, Chain left Germany for England on
30 January 1933. Working first with Sir Frederick Gowland Hopkins in Cambridge, then with Professor
Howard Florey in Oxford, Chain studied the biochemical processes by which bacteriolytic agents operate.
Writing up his results, he studied Fleming's neglected original report of the bacteria-inhibiting properties of
penicillin, and with Florey's support embarked on a major investigation of how penicillin could be made and
purified.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Though his name is not well known to the general public, Chain was of central importance in the
development of antibiotics, and was co-recipient of a 1945 Nobel Prize for his work on penicillin. Clark,
author of The Survival of Charles Darwin, etc., effectively recreates Chain's life and career, from his Berlin
youth as a scientifically and musically gifted Russian-German Jew until his move to England in 1933. There
he joined Howard Florey's biochemistry laboratory to research the therapeutic application of penicillin; by
1944, the drug was being mass-produced for war use. The author draws a candid portrait of the ebullient,
temperamental Chain and of his stormy professional relations. In Rome, where he headed the first
international center for research on antibiotics, and later again in England, he developed semi-synthetic
penicillin, which was of utmost value in the battle against bacteria. Chain also fostered academic
collaboration with industry and government support of medical research. Photos.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Numerous books have been written on penicillin and those who contributed to its discovery (e.g., Gladys
Hobby's Penicillin , LJ 11/1/85, and Trevor Williams's Howard Florey , LJ 1/85). This new work is
significant in large part because of its author, known for his biographies of Einstein, J.B.S. Haldane, Charles
Darwin, and Sigmund Freud, among others. Indeed, Clark is on familiar ground here since it was Haldane
who helped Chain to begin his scientific career in England when he immigrated from Berlin in 1932. Clark
stresses the importance of Judaism in Chain's life and the complex issues related to this heritage that figured
in his illustrious career. Although his subject is a scientist, Clark emphasizes psychological and historical
rather than scientific aspects. A superbly written biography, recommended for public and academic libraries.
Frances Groen, McGill Univ. Medical Lib., Montreal
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Ronald Clark (1916-1987) born in London and educated at King's College School. In 1933 he chose
journalism as a career. During the Second World War, after being turned down for military duty on medical
grounds, he served as a war correspondent. During this time Clark landed on Juno Beach with the Canadians
on D-Day and followed the war until it's end, then remained in Germany to report on the major War Crimes
trials. Clark returned to Britain in 1948 and wrote extensively on subjects ranging from mountain climbing to
the atomic bomb, Balmoral Castle to world explorers. He also wrote a number of biographies on a myriad of
figures, such as: Charles Darwin, Thomas Edison, Albert Einstein, Benjamin Franklin, Sigmund Freud, and
Bertrand Russell.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Life of Ernst Chain: Penicillin and Beyond. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort
of book The Life of Ernst Chain: Penicillin and Beyond. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From



your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Mary Deleon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The Life of
Ernst Chain: Penicillin and Beyond suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this
era. Often the book untitled The Life of Ernst Chain: Penicillin and Beyondis a single of several books this
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within this
book.

Mary Rohe:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a book. The book The Life of Ernst Chain: Penicillin and Beyond it is rather good to read. There are
a lot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book
from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Kenneth Jordan:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Life of Ernst Chain: Penicillin and Beyond to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and
looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the
reserve The Life of Ernst Chain: Penicillin and Beyond can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly
feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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